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Summertime and the living is easy….. 

Dear all; welcome back to the summer term and the final furlong of the school 

year. This term looks set to be great fun, with several RCPA events lined up 

including the Bollywood Ball and the Family Fun Day, which we hope will 

offer something for everyone. Please read on for details.  

POOL RE-OPENS 

As many of you will know extensive work has taken place at the Pool over the 

Easter holidays.  This has been a joint venture project between the school and 

the RCPA.  Scaffolding was erected to allow a deep clean of the roof, (which 

included the removal of several bushes/plants), and a deep clean of the Pool 

surrounds. The red pillars in the Pool will be repainted and four of the old 

removable panels will be replaced to allow better ventilation.     

Whilst this work was going on the troublesome leak was located and fixed.  

This also required some tiles around the edge of the pool area to be replaced. 

The pool is now nearly re-filled and should be back in action early next week.  

The most urgent requirement that was expressed previously by the swimming 

teachers was the availability of toilet facilities closer to the pool. As a result 

the RCPA have procured a Portacabin type toilet block, which I’m sure you’ll 

agree is fantastic news not only for the children, but also the local fauna.  

The toilet block will be delivered to school in the next few days once concrete 

supports have been put in place.  A temporary roadway has been constructed to 

allow access from White Hart Court for this large delivery.  Once a large hole 

has been dug and the soak away unit installed the new toilet block will be 

officially open, certainly within the next week or so. A huge debt of thanks is 

owed to Mark Thompson and Pete Large for all their efforts on this project. 

Looking ahead, a new firm of contract cleaners have been appointed to 

maintain the new improved standards. 

If anyone should have any other questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

either myself, Andrew Gough or a member of the RCPA committee and we 

will do our best to answer it for you.   

Simon Ballard  

RCPA Committee Chairman 

 

Recent events:  

Quiz Night & Disco; Saturday March 8. Again this was a terrific evening. The effort with table decorations and 

fancy dress really made the atmosphere. All in all, the evening raised a superb £800  

Easter Pantomime; Mon March 17. This proved to be hugely popular – and with the adults who attended as much 

as the children. Many thanks to Alison Boothby for all her hard work and effort in putting this event together. We 

hope to be able to put this pantomime/theatre company into our annual schedule of events. Turnout was excellent. 

The two above events raised circa £1600 (not bad for a traditionally quiet term). 

Dates for your diary this half term: 

Bollywood Ball (May 17
th

). See overleaf. 

Family Fun Day (June 21
st
). This is the new name for the re-formatted Summer Fair / RCPA BBQ / Fathers’ Match. 

There will be a range of activities/rides for kids, as well as (we hope) some ‘live’ entertainment. For the adults there 

will be a wonderful BBQ and a Pimms & Real Ale tent. More details will follow in due course. Please make a note of 

the date in your diary.  

Good Table Manners Week (May 19 – 23).  A new event for this term; we will be providing school lunch duty 

staff with stickers etc to promote good table manners at lunchtime. We hope parents will also support this initiative 

by talking about the same at the family dinner table at home. 



 

RCPA ‘Bollywood’ Ball  

School Grounds. 

Saturday May 17, 7.30pm onwards 

 
This event is now all but sold out and looks set to be a memorable evening. 

With just a couple of tickets remaining, if you haven’t got yours yet please 

speak to your Class Rep or a committee member ASAP. 

 

Drinks, delicious dinner, music, dancing and much more. See you there! 

 

Things to watch out for: 

Mufti Day: Friday May 23. ‘Fines’ of 

a recipe for the RCPA recipe will be 

collected on the day.  

Cake Bake Sale: Friday May 23. An 

all-school event this time round to 

ensure enough cakes for Little Court and 

Middle/Upper Schools. Your class reps 

will be requesting donations in due 

course.  

Family Fun Day: Saturday June 21. 

See above.   

Leavers’ items: We are proposing to 

offer RCS leavers (Year 8 or 6) a 

leavers’ memento. T-shirts have been 

suggested for the boys and possibly a 

teddy for the girls, both sporting the 

Ripley Court emblem.  

Comments / feedback on the idea would 

be most welcome 

Ugandan Rugby Tour.  Plenty of 

advance notice, but the school has been 

invited to take part in this wonderful 

event again this year. The tour happens 

in the autumn term (October). If any 

parents are interested in ‘corporate 

sponsoring’ the event, please contact Mr 

Gough, Steve Brunning, Sue Robinson 

or Sue Telfer. 

Christmas Cards 

It has been suggested that we do not do 

the children-designed Christmas cards 

again this year, but replace them with 

perhaps a children-designed calendar or 

tea-towels (as we have done previously). 

Comments / feedback appreciated.  
 

           RCPA Cook Book                 

 

Calling all you budding Prus, Delias, Gordons and Hestons… 

Menus have been a little slow in coming, but a HUGE thank you all of you 

who have taken the time to send your favourite recipes into us.  

We have received a variety so far, but please, we need lots, lots more and 

indeed will be ‘fining’ the kids a recipe for being in mufti on May 23. 

 Starters, Mains, Desserts, the more (diversified) the better. We would also be 

delighted if your menus were accompanied by illustrations drawn by your kids 

in order to make the book as appealing as possible.  

 

Please contact Helen Lee-Brown or Sarah MacMillan to share your favourite 

menus and secret recipes 

 

 

eBay fundraising: 
Our eBay fundraising scheme – selling your old unwanted 

items, has been a huge success. Please note that the scheme 

is still very much in operation and is now being coordinated 

by Sarah Casey (Mollie; Year 1). Do you have old winter or 

ski gear that you could donate to our cause? All (feasible) 

items considered. 

 

The idea is very straightforward. You donate an item that 

the RCPA can then sell. We then photograph it, advertise it 

and hopefully sell it on eBay. We arrange posting etc. 

Please contact Sarah on 07768 835994 for further details. 

 

 

Second Hand School Uniform 
The Second Hand Uniform Shop continues to provide a 

great service to parents (and the RCPA) and our continued 

gratitude goes to Vinciane Ollington for all the time and 

effort that she dedicates to this service. For any parents 

unfamiliar with this ‘service’, the shop holds a full range of 

school uniform items for purchase. Similarly if you have an 

item to sell then please contact Vinciane. Opening times for 

the shop are listed in the Green Card school calendar.    

 

 

 

 


